
Palmyra Borough Council Meeting 

Thursday, May 27, 2021 

7:00 PM 

 

President Shearer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM in Council Chambers of the Palmyra 

Municipal Center, located at 325 S. Railroad St.  Other Council members in attendance included 

Don Barry, Josh Holl, Tom Miller, Jane Quairoli, and Joe Templin.  Also, in attendance were 

Borough Manager Roger Powl, Assistant Borough Manager Brenda Pera, Mayor Fred Carpenter, 

and Police Chief Andrew Winters.  James Tesche was absent from the meeting. 

 

Announcements 

President Shearer announced that Borough Council held an executive session prior to this 

evening’s meeting to discuss personnel issues as permitted by the Pennsylvania Sunshine Act.  

Any official action resulting from the Executive Sessions will occur during a public meeting. 

 

Public Comment Period #1 

• Greg Reed, 233 E Hazel St, inquired about demolition activity at the former Aradiant 

building located along N. Harrison Street.  He also inquired about security cameras in 

Memorial Park and placing signs in the park announcing the time the park is closed. 

 

Consent Calendar 

The following agenda items were acted upon by a single motion: 

a. Approve the minutes of the May 13, 2021 Borough Council meeting. 

b. Approve payment of all bills listed on the April 2021 Detailed Check Listing Report. 

c. Approve the Treasurer’s Report for the period April 1 through April 30, 2021: 

 
 

General 

Fund 

Sewer 

Fund 

Refuse 

Fund 

Capital 

Reserve 

Fund 

Special 

Sewer 

Fund 

Liquid 

Fuels 

Fund 

YTD 

Revenue $1,472,958 

 

$700,293 $450,975 $741 $157,839 $209,754 

YTD 

Expenses $1,360,090 $652,837 $369,493 $0 $0 $0 

Difference 

 

$112,868 $47,457 $81,482 $33,528 $157,839 $209,754 

Fund 

Balance  $936,817 $245,858 $356,810 $1,094,397 $2,201,611 $210,417 

 
 

Library 

Fund 

Police 

Health 

Care Fund 

Town 

Square 

Reserve 

Fund 

Joint Fire 

Apparatus 

Fund 

Cemetery 

Fund 

Employee 

Benefits 

Fund 

YTD  

Revenue $16,472 $0 $3 $59 $27 

 

$168 

YTD 

Expenses $0 $(42,550) $0 $0 $0 $0 

Difference $16,472 $(42,550) $3 $59 $27 $168 

Fund 

Balance  $17,529 $269,419 $3,964 $90,473 $41,767 $363,621 

 

Motion: To approve the consent calendar.  Motion by Jane Quairoli, second by Don  

  Barry.  Motion passed. 
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Action & Discussion Items 

a. Resolution #2021-04 – Fee Resolution Update (Cemetery Burial Fee): 

 Motion:   To approve Resolution #2021-04, a resolution to add a burial fee to the   

  Borough’s schedule of fees.  Motion by Jane Quairoli, second by Joe Templin.   

  Motion passed.  

b. 300 W. Pine Street - Church of the Holy Spirit – Stormwater Waiver Request: 

 Motion:   To approve a waiver of Section 310-13 (Volume Control)of the Palmyra   

  Stormwater Management ordinance so that a vegetative filter strip installed  

  immediately downslope of the proposed new impervious surface areas can serve  

  as an acceptable alternative and provide water quality benefits.  Motion by Tom  

  Miller, second by Jane Quairoli.  Motion passed. 

  

c. Short Term Rental Issues:  Council continued their discussion concerning short term rentals 

(STR) in the Borough.  The Solicitor provided a letter dated May 18, 2021, which outlined 

some questions for Council to consider: 

1)  Does Council want short term rentals to be allowed as a use in the Borough?  After a 

preliminary discussion on allowing STR, Councilors Quairoli, Shearer, Holl, and Barry 

are open to allowing STR in the Borough.  Councilor Miller and Templin do not believe 

it is in the best interest of the community, especially in the residential zoning districts. 

2) If so, which zoning districts will they be allowed in?   Council did not reach a consensus 

on this question.  After additional discussion, Council agreed to request the Solicitor 

attend the next Council meeting to provide more information, and to help guide the 

discussion. 

The other two questions proposed by the Solicitor were tabled until an agreement on zoning 

districts can be reached.  Those questions were: 

• What conditions will STR’s be required to operate under? 

• Will Bed & Breakfast regulations be loosened to bring them in line with any new 

STR regulations? 

Council also requested a copy of the zoning map in their next packet with the current  STR’s 

identified on the map.  President Shearer also asked Mr. Powl to research the STR ordinance 

from Middletown Borough. 

 

Reports 

a.  President’s Report:  President Shearer did not have a report. 

b.  Financial Report:  Mr. Powl provided a copy of the Financial Statement as of April 30, 2021. 

c. Fire Department:  There was no report. 

d. Library Report: Councilor Quairoli provided a copy of the May 2021 report.  

e.  Police Department: Chief Winters provided a copy of the April 2021 report.  He brought up 

that the department will be involved in some coordinated programs such as “Click It or 

Ticket” and the next phase of “Aggressive Driving” over the next several weeks.  Detective 

Henry will be placed on the FBI task force to assist with investigations involving child 

pornography.  The communication equipment installation in the new vehicle should be 

completed in the next week then the vehicle will go for installation of lettering and decals.  

Chief Winters commented the department would like to build a list of security camera 

locations at private properties throughout the Borough so that when an incident happens in a  
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 particular area, the Police will know where cameras are located that could possibly assist 

with investigations.  Residents can register their cameras on the police department website. 

 Chief Winters also asked for the following motion concerning a police discipline issue: 

 Motion: To approve a one-day suspension without pay  for Officer Justin Miller.  Motion  

  by Jane Quairoli, second by Beth Shearer.  Motion passed. 

 

f. Recreation Commission: Councilor Quairoli commented that the report was not available in 

time for the meeting.  It will be available for the next meeting. 

 

g.  Solicitor’s Report: Mr. Powl advised Council that Solicitor Cleary sent the zoning and 

stormwater violation letter to the owners of the Filling Station.  An attorney representing the 

property owner has responded to her letter.   

 

h. Borough Manager's Report:  

1. Mr. Powl commented that a consensus among Borough staff to name the alley where 357 

S. Lingle Avenue is located was Meadow Way.  Council had no issue with the name and 

asked Mr. Powl to move forward.  Mr. Powl will have the appropriate resolution drafted 

for Council to approve. 

2. Ms. Pera informed Council that a request was made from an individual who was renting 

Memorial Park to place a “bounce house” at the park for a birthday party.  Council 

considered the request and agreed not to allow bounce houses at Borough parks due to 

liability issues since there is no exclusivity in renting the park facilities. 

3. Mr. Powl advised Council that The Hershey Company is not in agreement for the 

wetlands to be constructed on the Ridge Road property.  However, they would agree to a 

stormwater pipe being installed along the southern boundary of their property to send the 

stormwater to the adjoining quarry.  This decision significantly increases the cost of the 

project.   

4. Mr. Powl asked Council for their decision on how to proceed with Covid-19 mask 

requirements for entry into the Municipal Building since the State is lifting many Covid-

19 restrictions effective midnight May 31st.  The CDC has also relaxed mask 

requirements for vaccinated individuals, but not unvaccinated individuals.  Council 

agreed to continue following the CDC guidelines and post the building accordingly. 

 

Other Business 

There was no other business. 

 

Public Comment Period #2 

• Karen Pearson, 938 Hillside Avenue, Elizabethtown, commented that she spent $250,000 

on 317 N. College Street because Council took a vote last meeting to allow Short Term 

Rentals (STR) in the Borough.  Councilor Quairoli informed Ms. Pearson that she 

misunderstood the discussion of the last meeting.  No vote was taken by Council 

regarding the approval for STR.  Ms. Pearson has also generated a list of regulations she 

feels appropriate for Council to consider for STR’s.  Councilor Miller asked Ms. Pearson 

if it would be acceptable if the Borough would require a prospective new STR owner to 

seek approval from the neighboring property owners as part of the approval/permit 

process for establishing a new STR. 
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• Cindy Fetty, 915 Homestead Lane, Hershey, provided comments of support for her STR 

located at 39 E. Maple St. 

 

• Greg Reed, 233 E. Hazel Street, expressed that he is strongly opposed to the idea of 

allowing STR in residential districts, and inquired if residents that get a STR beside their 

property can bring a lawsuit against that business and/or the Borough. 

 

• William Garber, 725 N. Grant St, said his code enforcement experience in Harrisburg 

City has shown that an STR may include as little as a couch in a hallway.  He commented 

that allowing STR in residential zoning districts would be problematic. 

 

• Nancy Fleegle, 127 E. Maple St, also provided comments to support STR in residential 

zoning districts. 

 

• Dave McCloskey, 212 E Ridge Road, inquired about the progress of the development 

proposed for the property north of Ridge Road.  He also asked if Kramer Way was to be 

paved in 2021.  When he learned that this area was taken out of the budget to prevent a 

tax increase, he commented that Council should consider raising taxes for necessary 

infrastructure improvements. 

 

Announcement 

President Shearer announced that Borough Council will conduct its next public meetings on 

Thursday, June 10, 2021, and June 24, 2021 beginning at 7:00 PM. 
 

Motion to Adjourn 

Motion to adjourn the meeting by Joe Templin, second by Jane Quairoli.  The meeting adjourned at 9:01 

PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Roger E. Powl 

Borough Manager 


